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The Box Kite in Weather Research

Extending the Student Reading by Writing & Discussing
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1. Learn more about the use, both past and present, of kites to measure atmospheric conditions. The Drachen Foundation Kite Journal  includes an interesting article about the “aerial machinery” used by Dr. Alexander Wilson and Thomas Melville in 1749 to lift measuring instruments into the atmosphere; the article is by Wilson’s son, Patrick, who delivered the paper in 1789 before the Royal Society of Edinburgh. Another article in the Drachen Foundation Kite Journal, written by Terry Devitt in 2000, discusses meteorological kites as platforms for scientific research. He looks at the work of Ben Balsley and Mike Jensen at the University of Colorado. Follow your reading with web research to locate updates about even more recent research with meteorological kites.
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2. Learn more about the history of weather stations in the United States and around the world. Blue Hill Observatory, home to the oldest continuous weather record in North America, has information on climatological data from 1885 to the present, as well as links to the National Weather Service and to other observatories. Issue #21 (Spring 2006) of the Drachen Foundation Kite Journal includes several articles about the Lindenberg Observatory in eastern Germany, which was restored after German reunification and celebrated its hundredth anniversary in 2005. More information about the historical network of observatories around the world can be found in “Meteorological Kites: Scientific Kites of the Industrial Revolution” by M. Robinson, part of the KITEHISTORY.COM website and in “Modern Weather Kites,”, part of The Weather Doctor (Keith C. Heidorn) website. 
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