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Meet the Kite Maker: Lawrence Hargrave

Extending the Student Reading by Writing & Discussing

1. Learn more about kite experimentation in the 1890s, much of it involving the Hargrave box kite. Lt. Hugh D. Wise of the U.S. Army was one such experimenter, conducting his trials with a modified Hargrave box kite within sight of the Statue of Liberty, on New York City’s Governor’s Island. Read an account from 1897 of his kite trials in the Drachen Foundation Kite Journal. Then discuss Wise’s contention that “An experiment is a failure when nothing is accomplished by it; therefore, this one was not a failure, for by it were detected errors to be avoided in the future, and the damaged kites were the price paid for their detection.” Write about comparable experiments with new technologies that are being conducted today. Is the “price” ever too high?

2. Learn more about contemporary kite makers who use Hargrave’s modular construction in their kite creations or replications. Find information from the Drachen Foundation Kite Journal or the DF website, www.drachen.org. Review the work of one kite maker, then report to other students in the class by writing or discussing. Possibilities include: Spaniard Joan Montcada, Australians Robert Brasington or Michael Alvares, and German AchimKinter, who replicates the Sauls Barrage kite, a form of box kite flown during World War II to deter low-level aircraft attacks on ports and shipping. Of particular interest may be Alvares’ use of the box kite for group decoration and construction projects.

