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Bell Tetra Kite with Observational Drawing Techniques

Maria Grade

Students create a realistic drawing of a bird flying, 
employing the drawing techniques of cross hatching and 
diverse line qualities to suggest feathered textures.

 Grade

Kite Type

Author

Lesson Description

Photo of finished 
kite examples

TARGET LEARNINGS
AND CRITERIA

#1 

#2 

#3 

 
#4

Draw bird outline with outstretched 
wings.

Draw interior details with a variety of 
lines.

Draw textures using crosshatching.

Paints black around bird to make it 
stand out. 

Uses pen and ink to draw the approximate outline (contour) of a 
bird flying, as observed in a photograph.

Uses pen and ink to describe the observed details in the bird, 
adding more than 4 types of line thicknesses and qualities.

Builds up textures using pen and ink lines that are perpendicular to 
each other or cross at angles. 

Adds black ink painted carefully to the line, in the negative spaces 
around the bird to add contrast and emphasize its form.

Target Criteria

BELL TETRA KITE LESSON PLAN



INSTRUCTIONAL 
STRATEGIES

Teacher Students

Introduces the drawing technique of crosshatching to achieve both texture 
and value.  Reviews the concept of value and the building of a range of 
value as a means to create a realistic effect in drawing.  Demonstrates 
shading an area by adding line to create value. 
 Draws a circle on the board and uses crosshatched lines to shade it to look 
like a sphere.  

Introduces bird photographs and feathers.  Discusses the visual/ structural 
qualities of birds and feathers.  Draws a detailed feather using a pencil and 
then pen and ink. Demonstrates various crosshatching techniques. Prompt: 
“Building texture through the use of crosshatching also adds darker values 
to the form. Values add dimension or depth to a drawing.  We can draw the 
textural details of the bird and give the bird dimension at the same time.”  

Demonstrates using a pencil, and then pen and ink, to draw the 
approximate outline (contour) of a bird, as observed in a photograph.  
Prompt: “Let’s draw the wings out, as if it is flying since it will eventually be on a 
kite, in the air”   Demonstrates looking at the photograph for extra details to 
add to the contour.  Models self-assessment using checklist.

Directs students to practice with the pen and ink on paper.  Guides them 
through mark making techniques with the tool, emphasizing line quality.  
Test pen on scrap paper to get a grasp of its capacity.  Directs students to 
draw a feather with pen and ink.  Directs students to draw the contour of a 
bird with pencil, then pen and ink. 

Demonstrates using pen and ink to describe the observed details in the 
bird.   Prompt: “I can use wide edges of the pen for thick lines and just barely 
any ink and a whisper line for the lightest feathers.”  Directs students to add 
details with more than 4 types of line thicknesses and qualities.  Models self 
assessment using checklist.

Directs students to use cross hatching techniques to add texture.

Reviews the concept of negative space. Demonstrates painting around the 
bird.  Adds black ink painted carefully to the line, in the negative spaces 
around the bird to add contrast and emphasize its form.  Models self 
assessment.  Prompt: “If I need to paint carefully to the line and have not done 
so, I can still return to my artwork and refine the edge of my drawing to meet 
criteria.” 

Guides class in a criteria based discussion while viewing a gallery of all the 
kite sails.

Observe demonstration and 
participate in discussion.

Observe demonstration and 
suggest areas to add value to the 
drawing.

Observe demonstration and 
participates in discussion.  

Draw a practice page of marks.  
Draws a feather using pen and ink 
techniques.  Draws a bird contour.  
Complete self assessment using 
checklist.

Observe demonstration and 
draw observed details in the 
bird, adding more than 4 types 
of line thicknesses and qualities.  
Completes self assessment using 
checklist. 

Applies cross hatching technique.  
Builds up textures using pen and ink 
lines that are perpendicular to each 
other or cross at angles.

Adds black ink painted carefully 
to the line, in the negative spaces 
around the bird.  Completes self 
assessment. 

Participate and offer comments 
which relate to the criteria and/or 
reflect their own experience. 



•   White paper kite sails
•   Scientific bird specimen photographs
•   Feathers
•   Pencils and erasers
•   Chinese Bamboo pens for ink
•   India Ink and dishes
•   Pages from old phone books
•   Flat soft paintbrushes
•   Spray Matte Sealer (for teachers to use, outside, to seal the art work)

Art Vocablulary

Drachen Foundation Resources

Classroom Art Materials

Art Essential Learnings

•    Contour
•    Texture
•    Range of value
•    Dimension
•    Line quality
•    Crosshatch
•    Value
•    Negative space

•   Bell Tetra kite kits
•   Historical background materials
•   Curriculum integration materials

Other resources:
Bird photographs, drawing examples 
Individual student 
Self-assessment checklists.

•   AEL 1.1 concepts: uses texture in 2D  art forms 
•   AEL1.2 skills and techniques: uses a variety of techniques in observational drawing, uses art tools with control,    
      creates gradations of value 
•   AEL 2.1 Creative Process: develops, organizes, refines.
•   AEL 4.2 art concepts occur in other content areas.  



BELL TETRA KITE 
LESSON CHECKLIST

Title

Student Name

Checklist

Uses pen and ink to draw the approximate outline (contour) of a bird flying, 
as observed in a photograph.

Bell Tetra Kite with Observational 
Drawing Techniques

Maria Grade

Total Points 41 2 3

1

2 Uses pen and ink to describe the observed details in the bird, adding more 
than 4 types of line thicknesses and qualities.

Builds up textures using pen and ink lines that are perpendicular to each 
other or cross at angles.

3

Adds black ink painted carefully to the line, in the negative spaces around 
the bird to add contrast and emphasize its form.

4
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Please let us know what your experience was like teaching this lesson!  We would love 
to hear your feedback to edit and strengthen this curriculum in the future. 

Teacher Comments- BEETLE KITE LESSON

Teacher Name:

School: Date:

Were any students especially 
challenged by concepts or 
techniques in the lesson?

What instructional strategies 
helped these students?  

Were there lesson dynamics 
that helped or hindered 
learning?  

What would you change? 

What classroom management 
techniques or materials 
preparation supported student 
learning?  

What would you change? 

Other comments:

Please send to:  Drachen Kite Foundation
   400 Roy St. Suite 200, Seattle, WA 98109


