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1. Dick Swanson letter February 16, 1968
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2. Domina Jalbert letter October 26, 1973

JALBERT AEROLOGY LABORATORY, INC.

170 N. W. 20th STREET
BOCA RATON, FLORIDA 33432
.

PHONE 305 — 395.0644

October 26 1973

Hello Dick & Family

That was a hum dinger of an article I just
read in Kite Tales.

I have been wanting to write to you for some time
but somehow never did get around to it.

Enclose an article which you may enjoy reading,
you do not have to agree with me but it is a good start.

lately we have been involved in Sky Diving units
these are roughly 120 sg ft and realy something to watch as
compared with the round conventional parachutes.

Didkx for my own curiosity. just about how much time
did you and your help spend in making the large Airfoil shown
in Kite Tales? No doubt youbwilll agree that it takes plenty
of patient, accurate fabrication, more patéent, time and more
patient along with some frustration and all of a sudden the
darn thing is completed and flins well AMEN,

Keep em flying Dick and I know every member of
EKA are proud of your kiting.

Sincerely yours,
. .

3 %z‘m/
Domina DCJ/erb



3. Letter to Domina Jalbert November 24, 1973

Noevember 24, 1973

Mr. Demina Jalbert
170 N.W. 20th Strset
Bece Raton, Fleride 33432

Dear Domina,

I can't tell you how pleased I was to get your letter of congratulatioms.
I em so proud of the parafoil that I ceuld bust by buttems. The enclesed
is the best picture te dete that has been taken of it. It was taken

on the Gulf Coast at Reckport where, aleng with 7 ether families, we
beught an old teurist court the first of September. This old court

hes been our summer vacation spet for 20 years end my wife has been
going tere since she was two years old. We took the sign dewn when

we beught it and converted it to & flsg pole where I fly the Texas

Flag and my AKA banner. The Rebin you sold me years age flys in the
court yerd each trip.

I tried to estimate the number of hours we put in on the parafeil and

I even went so far as to break down each eperation, such as measuring,
cutting the pieces, hemming, etc etc. I believe a reasonable estimate

of teotal men-hours would be between 80 and 100. If we mede another eone,
I'm sure we wouldn't malie the saeme mistakes and the time would be
considerably less. I might mention that Beb Ingraham was mistaken aboout
my shroud lines in Kite Tales. A4s you can see in the picture I made
three banks of shrouds and I used four lines te comnect correspeonding
ventrals. Bach bank was tied to a heavy nylon cord inm the seme manner
you tied my Rebin.

In October we were invited te fly our kites at the Texas Hot Air Balloom
Race in Wimberly, Texes. The idea was that they feared toe much wind

and they needed something going on. VWell, we thoroughly enjoyed ourselves
even theugh we didn't have enough wind for kites since the balloens ddd
well. There were a number of skydivers who bailed out of the belloeons

and attempted to land on the air strip. One fellew rode his Obrien Hang
Gléder under & balloon, cut loose, end glided to the "X" on the landing
strip. I'd like to see one of your units in action.

Thenks again for your letter. It was & real morale boester.

Sincerely



4. Letter to Domina Jalbert October 27, 1981

RIIGITCA . Dubebur 27, 1361
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ASSocmation
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Depr Donm,

The Huntsbe.rys from Austin b&ou&ht we your greetings cnd

I wes both deliphted and sad., it wes mo good Lo hesr about
you first hand bu¥ I aim so discppointed in not 6etting to
finally sedé you in ggﬁsan.

hs I sn wude you were tald, wy futher-in-lav died at moon
on ;hursddy and the gervices were held Jaturdoy morninge
8o 1t wes lmpossible for we Lo get there, He was 86, had
béen for his ustal walk Ja the mornlng, and was pleking up
pecang im my back yard when his heart gave oul on him, A
becutiful vay to go, but we vill 2ll miss idm.

I8a sure you sow in Eite Lines that our som, John, finally
lost his battle with cencer in January of last years

- ‘we've doné z lot more kite bullding since then, end other
. therapeutic activities such g re a_luxng,aur 158 ﬂ¥~t pler
we lgst in last year's hurrieane Llcr. ve're gtarting to
tuink suout new «ites to huild fur next yr:mr g contest in
mgrcf. u'v» Jou Eot any fruacy deripun fu the ﬁaﬂk ol your
pead? My 49 sg It parafoil $ou hclyed me with in 1673 18
s*Lll in great shapel e fly it afton., And I 5till have
ihe Robia I. bought fron 3Du in 1965 yipht afte?r your fire,
It's £reat to have kites thel will Lazt 38 lzot.

, e

z Lkope ihe Dousten meelling wat rwetcinfuly, The un»z*«rmys o
basstztcod that 14 Goe o Luhqm MG P {Lu’h. '2 recily worry

wikced L thougne Text Jer T BPyoingeut *ahauld be wwhy &
scuao; 20 uwaybe we ¢an be Tree Lo lravel a long distudces

Ivd stitl 1ike {0 come tu Florida lo sec yOu, and Hod Taylor
tsed to come there too, I haven't hesrd Ifrom hiw in « long
ime, ’ -

Fleage drop me & 1ing when you ¢an and tell ae what i new
with you. I memenber the good days when all the AKA'ers
would write Lo each other more,

Sluays your friend,
R
Dick xobarison



5. Mac McCandlish letter April 1, 1970
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6. Smithsonian Kite Festival letter to David Jue April 12, 1971

\& THE SMITHSONIAN INSTHIUTION WASHINGION,D.C.20560 TCLEPHONE (202) 381-5157 ¢
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THE SMITHSONIAN ASSOCIATES

CRpril 12, 1971 4

Mr. David F. Jue
2460 Waverly Street
Palo Alto, California 94301

Dear Mr. Jue:

We wish to congratulate you on winning first place in the
First Annual Infer-city Kite Contest, sponsored by the Smithsonian
Institution and the National Park Service on Saturday, April 10, 1n
Washington, D. C. We were immensely proud to have you here, and i+
was a privilege to see your magnificent kite in the air.

Thank you for joining us and for making the special effort of
coming all the way from California to be a contestant. We would
also like to thank you for your generous contribution of your kite
to the Smithsonian Institution. You will receive shortly a special
letter from the National Air and Space Museum.

We hope you will be able to join us in the future for similar
events. In the meantime, all very best wishes to you.

Sincerely yours,

Susan Hami | fon
Program Director

%@ﬁ Mﬂ/ |




7. Al Hartig, Nantucket Kiteman, letter January 31, 1972
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8. Letter from Hod Taylor July 9, 1973

Box 88,Rt.# 1
Austin Minn. 55912
July 9 1973

Dear Dick:

We got back from a fishing trip up in Canada last Friday,
and see that your letter has been here quite awhile,so will try to
get something off in a hurry.

It was nice to hear from you again and I will be glad to

give you what I can on the Bird Kites that I have been making.

The last couple of years I have been making most all the kites «
with fold-up covering and Joined,removable bamboo spars,struts, Q
longerons and keels. Using 1light aluminum tukbing to join the butts L\
together. Have had quite a time finding good bamboo fish poles.
I keep the lencht of the poles under seven feet,in that my lockers v
both here and in Florida are Just seven feet high. =

I have made five of the type of bird kite shown in Kite Tales;\

each one a little differant. Have Just cut almost a foot off the
tale of the twenty foot bird. By the way,the top kite of the three
in tandogp,was the twenty footer with the long tale. I have Jjust
completed a thirty foot wing span Bird that is a beautiful flier,
using the little eighteen as basic,so will stay with that basic
for the time. I am always trying to improve the area of 1lift
with respect to the total weight. Most all of my kites are from
a little under one ounce to a ounce and a quarter per square foot
of 1ift area.

I do have a couple of other type of bird f&tes,but do like the
black birds to work with as they are so eimple to bulld.

My day on the drafting board are all in the past,but I will
try to make a free hajd sketch that I hope you can get something out
of 1t. I lost my sight many years ago,have less then ten precent,so
can see very little that I put down on papefgywithout a very heavy
glass.

vl orer

mere fﬁo/;f et
racl,

a Coy/a/t’f
vlire P'CZ”'S.

I took a shot of the eighteen footer,Saterday,that I hope
to get back tomorrow to include with this letter,that I hope may
help some.

That picture .of the three Birds in tandom,in Kite TAles was
quite a surprise to me, It had to be a black and white,made from a
colored negative by Wyatt Brummitt,and sent in by him. Mr. Brummitt
stopped in to Briny Breezes last winter to see some of my kites.
He asked for some negatives to make black and white enlargements for
himself.

Some of the other publishers in the east are planing on

putting out new books on kites and want ph@tPs of some of my newer ‘*\3
kites. They wanted them a month ago but our flying conditions here -3
are so poor,8hat I have had trouble to get just the shots that I -~ §
want . ("
The artical about Rick and the family was very interesting. I am ¢ \:
glad that the boy 1s still interested in kites while away to the ~
University. U %
The new Parafoil must be quite a kite. I have four of Jalbert's ¥
parafoils,the largest fourty-five foot,but never get to fly them of \“'W
late years,as I have so many lrites of my oun that I am trying to get M
into the air. q

That Mr. Al Heach interests me. I would like to have his address.
Surprised to here th t you were at St. 0laf. I was born
in Faribault just soith of Northfiels in 1896. k-

With the very best regards,

e i il e o M - T et i



9. 18 ft Turkey Vulture Kite plan from Hod Taylor
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10. Letter from Al Beach March 23, 1973

AUTHORIZED AGENTS C F BEACH AUTHORIZED AGENTS
All Domestic and Overseas = = Trans-Atlantic and Trans-Pacific

AIRLINES

WORLD WIDE TRAVEL SERVICE STEAMSHIP LINES
Baggage:« Accident Established in 1924 Intercoastal, South America
Insurance Steamship Tickets Airline Tickets Round-the-World Services
Tours and Cruises Hotel Reservations
Travelers Cheques 452 LOCUST AVE. - HEmlock 2-6457 CABLE ADDRESS
LONG.{CH, CALIFORNIA 90812 “BEACHTOURS"'
AGENTS IN A: A BERCH MEMBER
OWNER
CAIRO 3@%
BANTOS .' .
2

S e
BOMBAY
BATAVIA
LONDON
COLUMBO ’
JERUSALEM March 23rd. 73
SINGAPORE

VALPARAISO
HONG EONG
MEXICO CITY
BUENOS AIRES
RIO DE JANEIRO

Y/ /e

o A

Hi Diek:

This will have to be a quick note as Iv wanted to get the
enclosed info to you before you go further on the Parafoil, If this
deesn't turn you on about a Parafeil, - nothing will, ( Scuse the
typing, I'm doing it )

— & -zoa-a,aa/ AL

Thanks so much for all the interesting things you sen@ including
the pictures and all. You are surely well organized,

"

To answer your question about "welding" polyethelene, here's how
I do it, I lay down a smooth piece of plywood, cover it with cut rite %/L
wax paper, thenthe two pieces of polyethelene to be joined, and finally Q,ZQC_ 2
cover with another piece of wax paper., I have a Weller soldering iron - s
and they make a very thin flat ended tip about 5/16 " diameter, When the
tip is hot I drag it across the top piece of wax paper. It must keep

Cooiloa i’ Zor ﬁzeZZZe

3

Kt

moving, - but slowly, and it fuses the poly together. If too fast it

v% A doesn't bond together, - it too slow it melts the Poly. So you have to

Q_ practise quite a bit to get the hanig of it before trying it on the good stuff,
If you find just a small hole burned through, it can be patched with

3 plastic tape. Sometimes the wax paper sticks to the weld a bit, but it

[

P S

can be picked off,

You can "weld" vinel toc, but I can't weld vinel to poly. Howewer
One can sew vinel to poly. When I get some prints made of my 30' Delta

Wing I'1l send one tg¢ you, I put eyes on it using both poly and vinel,
Both ean be taped ve. well as you know,

G

Incidentally I highly recommend that 30' Delta Wing. It just flies
beautifully, and with a 45 foot tapering tail I added and big mean eyes
on the front it creates a "happening" whenever I fly it., It stops
traffic, the Police arrive, the Police Helicopter checked it twice last
weekend - but all was 0.K., and a crowd forms., I just tie it off and
stand there like a proud parent, That design has to be a Rogallo Wing,

7 hi

%

Well as you can see I enclose a picture of my Parafoil, It's rip
stop Nylon and flies remarkably, Its 7 x 8 & and you have the plans I sent

you, I also enclose a copy of Jalberts Patent and his blueprints for your
interest,

I'm off to Mexico this Saturday fishing for 5 days South of LaPagz,
so I811 be in toueh when I return. 3
Best regards, /M



11. Letter from Margaret Greger April 3, 1986

MARGARET:. GREGER
1425 Marshall, Richland, WA 99352
(509) 943-3951

4/3/86

Dear Robertsons,

Here are patterns for the Wycombe Supertube, the two-
cell soft sled, which I mentioned is very touchyas to t2
on. Since it's a commercial kite, manufactured in Engx
land, I suspect that my pattern, made by measuring a kj
may be off a shade. Anyway, if a kite turns out to be
"clapper" it can be corrected with a John Loy harnes
a string which pulls the lower spar tips closer toge
by half. (see Swallowtail diagram in Kites for Eve

Also the Peter Lynn soft sled. The dozen I ka4
have all been dependable fliers, and I appregciaty

genuity of cutting the fin and sleeve in ?’47

is the kite I gave you.
I'm sending a diagram for Greg's hip gofkget ‘hybrid, to-
the Nishi

Nishi, chiefly
ial. Have not

spread to other kitemakers,
he soft sleds.

We feel ve
time with the
the main dishe

e to have been able to spend some
tefliers. Please send recipes for
delicious dinner.

ave a club fly April 6, Weather is cool with mini-
feeze, usual for these parts.

Hope ¥hat you will come this way sometime. Let us know.
Hello to John. 1I'll take LIPS out for the first time Sunday.
It wasn't until I was packing that I really appreciated the
care which went into making a box for it.



