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The Aute or paper-mulberry, which gives to the

New Zealand kite its generi?hame, the term'gﬁghs&ae
meaning "the bird (madk o f)—the aute", This plant,
a small tree with rough trto trilobed leaves, known
to botanists as the Broussonetia ¥ papyrifera, is

common to most of the Pacific islands, where to this

day its bark is ueed for the manufactureof tapa, or

Native cloth.

A o probable that, the flrst kites made in New Zealan
.‘were constructed on the Polyne51an model in Wthh the‘
aute was used Ain-the form of. tapa, or- paper elothy i
stretched on, a frame, but the dlfflculty of obtaining
a suff1c1ent quantlty of the bark, and perhaps the un=-
SUltablllty of the cllmate for the manufactore of tapa,
nece351tated the adoptlon of another material, especially
for the larger-kites, and a-substitute was found in the
leaves'oftthearaopo Qaikindaof giant sedge-Typha latifolia),
a coarse'toksogiﬁgrass1haﬁed'uooko”tangata, or inthe
flower stems of the kakaho. (Arundo,consplcua) Even
after the plant had become scarce the connectlon w1ththe
_aute was kept up, the heads of the kites being sometimes
&made of that materlal whlle the body and wings wene:
ffcommoner stuff .d = i:-tf. C::_;:, w;f»Qi;H1}~c;}umw
_All the 1arger kftes.consisted of”a 1igh£“ff§£é'8}
‘tﬁigs or reeds to which were sewn the raupo, upoko
tangaia, or whatever other material might be used to
hold the wind., Even when the aute was used it was
employed- at least in later times-in the form of strips

of inner bark; in any case, there is no record of its
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use in the form of tapa for this purpose in

New Zealand.,
378.
o The Maor1 kite ‘was kﬁown under several names, and W
.}probably each name: descrlbed some: spec1alvar1ety, dlffer-».'
ing from the other81n 31ze, shape, or the materlal of i
which it was made. Lhus thete is the manu or blrd
’:the kuxkx kuahu ore hawk the paakau or w1ngg and
the manuwhara or kite of the canoe-sall Still sthe
term manuaute seems) to have been retalned as a
general name and might. be dsed 1oose1y fonzany variety.
There is a very flne model of a haorl klte in the

Auckland Museum, which was made for 81r George Grey by

some East Goast Natives, - Its shape 1§81 roughly that of

S ‘\ i<

a hawk w1th wings outspread and measurlng about 1O £,
ter+d2 ft from tlp to: tip. It 1s,made of raupo, neatly
sewn on to a llght frame of manuku or tea-tree tW1gs
stalned alternately red and black,. ‘The. body of the 3:}
bird is surmounted by the likeness of a human head,
made of linen or calico, painted and decorated with mx
hawk's feathers, the latter being shaved off from the
quill so as to wave in the wind. ThE kite is of a very
graceful form, and allwwing for the difference of
material, probably represents as nearly as possible
the original manuaute.,

Mr, J.White, in his Antient History of the Maori,
tells of a kite, used in the olden times, which wasmade

to resemble a man, with head, body, and legs =- the

body being made of REBEESBLEBRROREY: kareao(commonly



3..s.Walsh The Manuaute or Maori Kite P, 378 .

known as supplejack),over which was pggﬁgge,ﬂ

v eEk 9f the.ante . rree.,

 A,small variety of kite is also represented in

Mr, Elsdon Best,, [These are of a triangular =zkragxx

~_.shape and are made of the stems of the Kakaho (Arupdo,

ey
......

conspicta)lashed on to the mk flowering panicles '6f the™

same, no other material being used, These kites are

about 2 ft, long, and aré”ornam$hted’$7ith bunches

of hawks's feathersiéfj§§§ §n§1§§;;fbeﬁispecies

; fggad ol BaaoW To sang faaada sl :
seems to have survived all the others, and has often

b B 1)

been seen by some of the ?}gﬁr,sggf£§¥§gF
So far as I have been able to’gather, none of the
New Zeg}apé,kitgg.%?reafgyﬁisﬁéaﬁﬁiﬁﬁjféils, such as
We undérstand the ‘term. ffﬁié'ﬁ§%énfp§fiMr. Elsdon
o2 SR TR onA Fhe Stalls - of, AkHEG LT BBS, GRRFORE suous
shows that this was part Of the solid structure, as he
says that to this, as well as to the wings, were
attached '"long tails or streamers eermed puhihi®
(puhipuhi?) These were probably light garlands of feathers
wuch as were flown frmm the sternpost of a war-canoe, and
were simply used for ornament, having nothingwhatever
to do with the balancing of the kite, The same
author states that"sometimes shells were attached to
the kites, and whenflying, should the cord be held (checked?)

the oscialltion would cause the shells to rattle.™

ssseseShells of the kakahi, or fresh-water mussel, were ued for
this purpose, evidently on account of their lightness*,*
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And Mr, H. Hamilton, in "Maori Art, P,'377 says that - -

u;o' 3 il S

sometlmes hollow, and th@t the sheLls _;wﬁ;ﬂv_:

Maorl writer (Te Rangl, or WlIilam Narsh) whom i1

shall have to quoténéféSénfiyi Mr. Elsdon Best

i Liiabsrue

' " “beenthe case in

Lirabsaus matigd. ad i bognelaq vhenis vl 8IyoTiial, Yo witazsyviidl odl
states ‘that horns or points were attached to the head of

11 LISy

the kite, These were probgbly}indtyg“sbage of long

covered

a5 HaG obh %o ado G300
and end exhaustive esséY‘én kites 1n_ggneral "Study

of Man p.246, states that thé strlﬂg,éof

530
b &

of the flax=-plant (pPhormium tenax). ;Thiéimay have

WS

regard to the little toylites used .

children, and perhaps to some of the degenerate kites o
of later days but a'string of knotted

P, 379

flax-leaves would have ben far too heavy as well a

as much too weak to raise some of the monster kites which
in old times were flown at the "great games" when the
string was often hundred of yards long. In fact, it is
expressly stated in a minute and graphic description of
the manuaute, in a Maori MS by Te Rangi in the Auckland

Public Library,kindly translated for me by Archdeacon

Hawkins, that the string for such a kite as he describes
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