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‘ ;.-lﬂated by the wind, it’s sewn_from_pieces of 1

2 CLAYTON —_You -won't have .to .tell. Bonnie,
Athght ‘and her husband Ed to go ﬂy 'a kite — or, ‘to,
make one.:
““Kites are their passron They ve made hundreds of '
. .colorful intricately designed Kites in a spare bed-
. {room at their Clayton home, typically spending 40 to
‘ 160 hours”on one, They fly, and .demonstrate them

“We're. domg 1t for the Joy of' it, because we- love
“said Bonnie Wright,i46..She enjoys, the’ pleasure
atiother:people get from seemg their kites in, the

They specrahze ina soft lu e called a paraforl In

. ’and has ;no sticks or other rigid, components
Th paraforls feature ‘spectacular  sewn:on’.de
trweekend's Berkeley Kite. lfestrval one*

~blue eyes ‘and white whiske!
“They’re challengmg,’? said, Bonnie Wright, who "
‘does most’of the sewing.“You've.got a good variety
fof designs you can put on 'em. They re a nice pamt
+board e .

i P!

tial, ‘geometric -or bird-like forms.
« “tTheir parafoils are usually about 90 mches wrde
tand 80 inches tall. They are inflated by wind filling
+cells that run from the front {0 the back of the top of

| Ethe parafoil.-

4

B “And it just looks hke a blg flymg mattress " sard
¥Bonnie Wright..It's usually attached by 30 dacron
P »“bridle” cords to a bigger dacron flying line held by
;hand or by a'stake in the ground i -
wil “We usually try to keep- ‘em prefty’ low 50: that
¥you can see ... what the design is, but-high enough™
o that you ve got some good wind,” said *Bonnie "
&'.anht Last Sunday, the paraforl wrth the cat’s face
twas about 200 feet in the air. W
" ‘Once.the parafoils are made, “you dont have to.
;put em together, so you can ‘get em'in the air-quick-
{er-than other types of kites,” Bonnie ‘Wright' sald

4 Each can usually fold mto a small duffel bag

,sroned to make them.

: - years:ago. They'd seen a boy, flying stunt Kkites in'H
I~ waii*and-were impresse e

§.S0 they ﬂew stunt kites,

-featuring 16 quilt patterns, that sheltered-them-at
.krte-ﬂymg events for three.years, ;, .

The anhts who have no chrldren, work for:th
federal Internal Revenue Service in San Francisco,
she as a management analyst and he as a computer,
analystThey -get. up. ‘about :4:30, a.m. ;on:weekday:
" ‘and ride BART from Concord to work. They retum
“home’about 6 p.m.
i “I'sew for a couple of hours in the evemng —_— also
Saturdays,” saxd Bonnie Wright.
"1 “Lalso’sew, *'said her husband, “and then I usual
ly do‘the cumng of the fabric.. And then, when it
assembled I attach all of the bridle lines and tune
them to‘make it fly properly.” i/ iR
The, materials sometlmes cost about $:
afonl .he’estimated. . E P :
- The kites® usually are not for sale, but occasionally,
the Wrights“trade kites_ wrth ofhers or are commis:

:* The-Wrights began flymg-krtes regularly about 10

f :have to do that,’ -2 Bon-
nie Wright recalled. “We hadn’ t'seen kites’ that could
do the things that ‘he was makmg the kites do;" like”
circles, figure-8s and other stunts.

ut stop ed after about i

tlmg on the paraforl o
Their parafoils have won honors from the Amen-
can Kitefliers Association. So has a lean-to, a design

Making and.flying.kites took them-to Eu pe :for:;.;
the first time.Jast month. "The two-week. trip mcluded
a week at an international kite-fliers’ meeting on.an
island -off Denmark. where -“they’ve got- the: best
wmds in the world — steady,” said Ed Wright,~

! The couple call their-enterprise Wright Brothers
Krtes Ed Wright noted that aviation pioneers. Orville's
and ‘Wilbur; Wright are: credited with "creating.the -
first maneuverable kite as part of research that led to
the development of the first successful airplane.

“And we thought it would be appropriate to name
ourselves the Wright Brothers, even though we’ re

", not brothers,”; said Bonme anht




