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Art education

program soars
in Dearbor:

Class learns from kite-makers, other professional artists

By Mike Murphy

DEARBORN - Dearborn
high school students are learning
about 1,000 years of Asian histo-
ry and culture behind flying and
making kites, part of a yearlong
program in artistic education,

Two experts in kite-making
and flying gave students at Dear-
born’s Center for Math, Science
and Technology a crash-course
in flying kites.

Renowed Japanese kite mak-
er Nobuhiko Yoshizumi and
Scott Skinner, founder of the
Drachen Foundation, a nonprof-
it educational corporation dedi-
cated to increasing knowledge of
kites, gave studentsa lesson in
kite-making as part of the school
district’s visiting artist program.

The program, in its 10th year,
puts students in contact with.a
variety of professional artists.

This school year, students
were introduced to 17 artists,
including painters, sculptors,
wood carvers, printmakers and
photographers.

“It gives students an oppor-
tunity to work with a practicing
artist,” said Wendy Sample, the
district’s art resource teacher.
“They can see the connections
in different forms of communi-
cation. Art is connected to
everything.”

Students also are working
with artists to complete murals
at Salina and Stout elementary
schools.

The program is partially
funded by a Safe and Drug Free
Schools federal grant. Sample
said the program does not pro-
vide students with an overt anti-
drug message, but students are
shown that there are positive
alternatives to drugs.

“The idea is to give kids a
positive way to vent their ener-
gy, Sample said. “And just the
idea of giving them positive role
models. Artists who are making
a living doing their artwork.”

Yoshizumi’s hand-painted
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Kite expert Scott Skinner talks about the history of kite-making at the Dearborn Center
for Math and Technology. Skinner was one of 17 guest artists at the school this year.

the artist a place in the Guinness
Book of World Records. For stit-
dents, the short journey in kite-
making was fascinating, Skinner
explained the process as
Yoshizumi made a kite using
bamboo, paper, giue and string.
The Japanese tradition of
kite-making goes back Looo

orable tradition that has become
an art form. In Japan, painted
kites depict natural symbols like
birds and insects. Many kites
also feature Kabuki characters
and some of Japan’s historical
heroes.

Skinner said that kite-making
also lends itself to socializing,

great gateway.”

Skinner came to kite-making
through a stint as a flyer in the
Air Force. He founded the
Drachen Foundation in 1994 as a
way to spread knowledge about
kite-making.

“I really enjoy making kites,
but I really enjoy flying them.

P

Skinner shows a class how to fly a kite. The Dearborn '~
program is partially funded by a federal anti-drug grant.”

Students were enthusiastic'
about the kite-making opporfu-
‘nity even though rainy weathet”
requited that they fly their fin-.
ished kites in the school gym.
Some of the older students were*
also reliving their younger days
with their kites. o

“I used to do this for fun_
when I was a kid, but not any-.
more,” said nth-grader Ali Bay-.
doun, 16. .

Tenth-grader Zaynab Saad, s,
decorated her kite with flowers,

“When it gets up high, I want
to tell which one’s mine,” sh
said. o

Sample said she plans o
bring many of the artists who'
visited Dearborn schools this’
year back next year. Sample
brought in artists this year on a.
budget of $25,000. The Dearborn;
school district contributed most,
of the money, but the district
also received contributions from
the Detroit Institute of Arts and:
the Dearborn and Port Huron.
community arts centers. Sample
said the district has been vety
supportive of the project. ’

“When I came here, I thought’
I died and went to heaven
because I got so much support
for the arts,” Sample said. In the
upcoming school year, she plans
to bring back children’s book
author and illustrator John Agee;-
Joan Morris, the fashion design-
er who made the costumes for.
the stage production of The Lion.
King; and Zeny Fuentes, a wood:
carver from Oaxaca, Mexico.

The program will also fea-
ture Demetrio Argutlar, a clay
sculptor from Oaxaca; Lynn
Avadenka, a printmaker fromy
Huntington Woods$; and print-
maker Katherine Luchs.

Sample said giving the kids an
opportunity to create and watch-
ing them carry out that opportu-
nity can be rewarding.

“It's a real sense of self, but
they cooperate,” Sample said.
“The kids work together as a
group.” :







