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Pamela Tom, Director/Producer

Pamela's critically acclaimed short film Two Lies is distributed by Women
Make Movies and aired on PBS stations KCET, WNET, and WGBH. It has
screened at numerous film festivals including Sundance and New Directors,
New Films. Her credits include: ABC's special The Story of Mothers and
Daughters (Senior Associate Producer), The PBS Pilot Becoming the Buddha
in LA (Field Producer), and Pei-Lee: Portrait of a Chinatown Teenager
(Director). Awards include the Walt Disney Writing Fellowship and the
Dorothy Arzner award for outstanding woman director. Pamela directed actor
Sidney Poitier in a monologue to promote the original Showtime Network
movie Mandela and deKlerk. Pamela works at Independent Feature
Project/LA, where she serves as Director of Project:Involve, a mentoring and
training program created to nurture the careers of young filmmakers of color.
Brushstrokes in Hollywood recently received a Pioneer Fund film grant.

Shana Hagan, Cinematographer

Ms. Hagan has shot over 30 films. Breathing Lessons won Best
Documentary Short at the 1997 Acdademy Awards®, an International
Documentary Association Award, and an Emmy. Her work includes shooting
Disney's Ub Iwerks: The Hand behind the Mouse, the HBO feature The Living
Museum, and Homeland, which received a Roy W. Dean film grant. Shana's
work has been seen on HBO, Showtime, ABC, CBS, NBC, PBS, The
Learning Channel, and elsewhere.

Gwen Wynne, Producer

Ms. Wynne, a filmmaker, served as Development Director on the ABC net-
work documentary, The Story of Mothers and Daughters. Ms. Wynne is a
partner in Apricot Films and developing six projects championing women
filmmakers. She is set to direct her own feature in the Fall. She received
her M.F.A. in Film and Video Production at the University of Southern
California's School of Cinema-Television.

Tamara Khalaf, Associate Producer

Ms. Khalaf has been employed by Walt Disney Feature Animation for almost
eight years as a graphic design artist. She is a Project:Involve alum and is
an aspiring writer/producer. Tamara executive produced one short film,
Dreaming in Black & White, which won best short film at the 2003 Phoenix
film festival. Tamara also traveled to Cairo, Egypt in 2000 to assist with the
documentary film, The Great Bazaars.
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ﬁl MS W 0'\'(1/ is an artist and a survivor. To art

lovers, he is a rengivned watercolor painter. To the Walt
Disney Company, he is a living legend. To Southern
California beach-goers, he is the gentle kite flyer whose
magnificent creations fill the sky. And to the Chinese in
America, he is their prodigal son.

To those lucky enough to meet him, he is a 93 year-old
wonder whose boundless energy, wry wit, and indomitable
creative spirit defy his age and leave one awestruck . And
for the filmmaker, Tyrus is the kind of subject you dream of -
- funny, resilient, talented and wise. His fascinating story
and profound humanity keeps an audience riveted, inspired,
and deeply humbled. To encounter Tyrus is to reflect on
life's challenge to create, survive, and to live a life of purpose
and meaning.
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Brushstrokes in Hollywood is a 40-minute documentary film
portraying the life and work of pioneering Chinese-American
artist Tyrus Wong. Upon arriving
to California in 1919 at the age of
nine, Tyrus would overcome a life
of poverty, racism, and discrimi-
nation to become a celebrated
painter, muralist, and Hollywood
sketch artist. *

Using clips from old Hollywood
films and storyboards, archival
photographs, and original art
- |work, the film captures the rich-
ness and texture of Tyrus’s
prolific and varied career as an
artist.

The film depicts how the quiet beauty of Tyrus' eastern influ-
enced paintings caught the eye of Walt Disney and became the
inspiration for the classic animated feature Bambi. For the next
25 years, Tyrus brought his artistry to Warner Brothers where
his striking storyboards and set illustrations helped set the tone
and drama for such films as The Sands of lwo Jima, Rebel
Without a Cause and Sam Peckinpah's The Wild Bunch.

Brushstrokes in Hollywood captures the drama, tension, and
humor as Tyrus Wong straddles two distinct worlds - Chinatown
and Hollywood - on his
journey as an artist. Thel
film shows where these[™

two strikingly different| s
worlds met, and where '
they collided.
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This is a story that is timely and has never been told before on
screen. As issues of diversity in Hollywood make headlines,
Brushstrokes in Hollywood provides a rare view of
Hollywood and the immigrant experience through the eyes of
a pioneering Chinese-American artist. The film also illus-
trates a peculiar irony of Tyrus' story: while an Asian-
American artist was creating images of sublime beauty for
Hollywood, Hollywood was creating crass images of Asian
Americans. Brushstrokes in Hollywood plays a crucial role in
offsetting the stereotypes of early Chinese immigrants as
cooks, houseboys, and laundrymen. That Tyrus is not only a
significant American modernist painter, but worked in
Hollywood for over 25 years, bears witness to the uniqueness
of his story.

At 93, Tyrus Wong's life has spanned nearly a century of
struggle and change for the Chinese in America. While the
film tells the story of a remarkable artist and rare individual, it
also tells the dramatic and untold story of Chinese-Americans
in the 20th Century.




