Contents
INTRODUCTION: THE SUCCESSFUL PROMETHEUS 3
The Kite in Context 5
Theorising the Kite 7
Approach 10
CHAPTER 1 VISIONS OF FLIGHT 13
Theories of Flight 20
The Balloon Reception 23
Conclusion 29
CHAPTER 2 THE SCIENTIFIC KITE 32
Myths and Afterlives 33
Exploring Franklin’s Aerial Legacy 36
Scientific Representations of the Kite 44
Conclusion 53
CHAPTER 3 THE MORAL AND RELIGIOUS KITE 56
Narratives of Control 59
The Icarus Complex 65
The Kite Brings a Reward 75
Escaping Reality 79
Kites and Balloons 83
The Play of Metaphor 85
Conclusion 88
CONCLUSION 92
WORKS CITED 97

APPENDIX 106



